298 Progress of the Medical Sciences. [Jan. 

to such an extent as to render its entire removal without injury to the peritoneum 
questionable, the operation is contra-indicated. 

3. Although there have been a few cases of cure, such a result is so rare as not 
to justify the exposure of the patient to the risk of immediate death which attends 
the attempt to remove extensive cancerous disease. 

4. The operation is chiefly valuable as a palliative measure, and as such it is 
applicable to cases where the disease has not made extensive progress. 

5. As a palliative measure in proper cases, it compares favourably with the 
results of lumbar colotomy, both in prolonging life and in relieving pain. 

6. The operation is not followed by an annoying incontinence of feces, except 
in a small proportion of cases. 

7. The operation is not a substitute for lumbar colotomy in cases where the 
disease has reached more than three inches from the anus. 

8. There is no proof that the operative interference shortens life by hastening 
the progress of the disease.— New York Med. Journal , Dec. 1880. 


Prophylactic Value of Excision of the Initial Syphilitic Sclerosis. 

Dr. Chadzynski, of Lemberg, discusses (Annal.es de Dermatologie et de 
Syphiligraphie, July, 1880) this question by the light of the experiments of Pick, 
Unna, Auspitz, Kolliker, Sigmund and others, and tabulates thirty cases in 
which he himself excised indurated sores. The mode of operating was as fol¬ 
lows : The part was first washed with a solution of carbolic acid (3 or 4 per cent.). 
The induration was next laid hold of with the fingers or forceps, and, under the 
spray, the whole indurated portion was removed. Sutures were then inserted 
according to the size of the wound, and carbolic lotion, or iodoform applied. In 
only six of the thirty cases did primary union take place. In five, induration 
reappeared, but the cicatrix sometimes remained free from hardness, even after 
the appearance of secondary symptoms. Seven cases were successful, sixteen 
were unsuccessful, and, in the remaining seven, the result was unknown, owing 
to the disappearance of the patients. Of the successful cases (those in which 
there were no signs of constitutional syphilis), two were kept under observa¬ 
tion for six months, three for seven months, one for thirteen months, and one 
for more than twenty-four months. In all the seven there was more or less en¬ 
largement of the corresponding lymphatic glands at the time of the excision of 
the sore.— London Med. Record, November 15, 1880. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY AND OTOLOGY. 

On the Cause of the Tendency to Progression in Myopia. 

Javal ( Annales d' Oculistique, Aug. 1880) considers it important for myopic 
eyes to avoid as much as possible any effort at accommodation. In slight degrees 
of myopia, i. e., under three to five dioptrics, he gives convex glasses for reading; 
when the myopia is greater, concave, which bring the far point to thirty centi¬ 
metres or thereabout. This treatment which he has adopted for many years, has, 
he considers, been highly effectual in preventing the myopia increasing. He does 
not accept the view of Donders and Giraud-Teulon that convergence tends to in¬ 
crease myopia owing to the pressure of the internal recti. Another explanation 
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seems necessary. Taking into consideration the extreme frequency of myopia in 
persons who read a great deal, and its rarity amongst needlewomen, who are ob¬ 
liged to keep up quite a constant convergence, the principal peculiarity in reading 
would appear to be the variations in the amount of accommodation which are 
necessary. Thus the difference in accommodation for the middle and ends of a 
line increases as the page is held closer to the eyes, so that, to take an extreme 
example, for a myopia of fifteen dioptrics a line ten centimetres in length would 
demand a variation of accommodation equal to seven dioptrics. No mention is 
made of the invariable compensatory movements of the head in such cases.— Edin¬ 
burgh Med. Journal, Nov. 1880. 


Hysterical Blindness with Spasmodic Squint. 

Dr. W. Manz describes the following case in the Gentralblatt fiir prakt. Au- 
genheilkunde for May, 1880. A nervous young lady, of weak constitution, was 
suddenly attacked, while the subject of headache, with convergent strabismus, 
especially of the right eye. At the same time, a high degree of amblyopia set 
in, along with concentric narrowing of the field of vision and spasm of accommoda¬ 
tion. Ophthalmoscopic examination revealed nothing beyond a doubtful anomaly 
of formation, probably due to nerve-fibres with a double contour. The patient 
had almost completely recovered from the condition above described at the end of 
eight weeks ; while it lasted, clonic convulsions occurred several times. A short 
time after the patient had been dismissed, a relapse occurred, in which, in addition 
to the previous symptoms, there was transient anaesthesia of the first and second 
divisions of the fifth nerve. The relapse disappeared at the end of three weeks, 
and was after a few days succeeded by a third, which lasted four weeks, and left 
slight impairment of visual acuity with asthenopic troubles.— British Med. Jour¬ 
nal, Oct. 30, 1880. 


Treatment of Polypi of the Ear. 

Prof. Politzer, in a communication to the Wiener Med. Woch. (1880, No. 
31), refers to former papers of his in which he had shown how difficult and un¬ 
satisfactory is the treatment of polypi of the ear and their remains or granula¬ 
tions when situated in parts of the cavity of the tympanum which are difficult of 
access. The uncertainty of reaching them at all, the want of precision in the 
applications that are made, and the inefficiency of many of the means employed, 
cause the treatment by means of instrumental procedures, the application of 
various stimulating and caustic substances, or the employment of galvanism, very 
frequently to fail, even in the hands of the specialist. For the general practi¬ 
tioner, unaccustomed to manipulations which, to be successful, require much 
practice, and for whom the management of complicated apparatus is difficult, 
success will, of course, be of still rarer occurrence. 

In the present communication he announces that he has now to state that the 
general practitioner will find in the employment of spiritus vini rectificatus a 
means by the aid of which he can far more successfully treat polypous growths 
and granulations than by any of the other means just adverted to. This sub¬ 
stance was recommended by Hassenstein for the destruction of vegetable parasites 
of the meatus, and Prof. Politzer has also found it the best means for the treat¬ 
ment of otitis mycosa. It has been likewise recommended in chronic otorrlicea 
from abnormal conditions of the mucous membrane of the middle ear; but it is 
of inferior efficacy to boracic acid and nitrate of silver, and requires perseverance 



